
 
 
 
 

Psalms  
OT-536 (2 or 3 units) 

Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary 
 
 
Summer 2005                    Instructor:  Pierre Gilbert 
June 6-17, 2005 (204) 487-3300, ext. 350 
Monday to Friday                 pgilbert@cmu.ca  
8:30 AM - 11:30 AM  
 
 
 I.  COURSE DESCRIPTION 

In this course, we will first perform a brief survey of poetic literature in the Ancient Near East, 
and we will examine the fundamental characteristics of Hebrew poetry. This first section will 
then be followed by a general introduction to the Psalter as well as a discussion of the 
hermeneutical issues specifically related to the interpretation of the Psalms. We will then study 
some selected Psalms. We will also give special attention to the relevance of the Psalms for the 
believer and the Christian community. 

 
 II.  COURSE OBJECTIVES 

  A. The students will become familiar with Ancient Near Eastern poetic literature. 
  B. Introduce the students with the basic principles of Hebrew poetry. 
  C. Allow the students to become familiar with the general structure of the Psalter and with 

      the various types of Psalms. 
  D.  The students will become familiar with the hermeneutical issues involved in the study 

 of the Psalter and will be exposed to an exegetical approach that takes into account the 
 specificity of Hebrew poetry. 

  E.  Allow the students to become familiar with the Psalter’s theological perspective    
      particularly as it pertains to God’s nature and human experience. 

  F.  Allow the students to reflect on the relevance of the Psalms for the Christian     
      community. 
 
 III.  RELATED DEGREE OBJECTIVES 

    This course will address the following curriculum objectives: 
   -Assumptions and principles of biblical interpretation. 
   -Ability to distinguish between primary and derivative teachings of Scripture. 
   -Knowledge of historical, political, intellectual, social, economic, and religious    

      world of the biblical texts. 
   -General knowledge of the Bible. 
   -Commitment to inspiration and authority of the Bible. 
   -Personal application of the biblical texts. 
   -Biblical exegesis. 
   -Biblical theology. 
   -Ability to use the biblical texts in a relevant fashion in the Church and society. 
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  IV.  TEXTS FOR THE COURSE 

 Brueggemann, Walter. The Message of the Psalms. Minneapolis: Augburg, 1984  
(ISBN: 0-8066-2120-6) 

 Craigie, Peter. Psalms 1-50. Word Biblical Commentary. Vol. 19. Waco, Texas: Word 
Books, 1983. (ISBN: 08499-0218-5) 

 
  V.   COURSE ASSIGNMENTS (2-3 units) 

   A.  Reading 
The students are required to read a total of 1000 pages, including Brueggemann and Craigie. 
Students should attempt to read as broadly as possible and will hand in a report that will list 
the bibliographical data of the books/monographs/articles (journals, encyclopedias, etc.) 
read and a brief annotation for each entry indicating the topic covered and usefulness. 

      Students are required to have read Brueggemann’s book for the first day of class  
      and to be ready to hand in a short 1.5-2 page report.  
      The report on Craigie is due on June 30, 2005.  
      In these reports, the students  will highlight and expand on one or two elements  
      that they found particularly helpful for their understanding of the Psalms.  
       

   B.  Devotional 
Each student will be asked to select one Psalm for presentation at the beginning of a class. 
The student will read the Psalm, propose a few exegetical observations and comment on its 
relevance for Christians and for corporate worship. Approximate length of the presentation: 
10 minutes. 

 
   C.  Exegetical Paper(s) 

Each student will be required to prepare ONE (2 units) or TWO (3 units) exegetical papers 
on one or two selected psalms. Approximate length: 10-12 pages. The specific parameters 
of this paper will be provided in class. While the papers are expected to reflect sound 
academic research, the students are encouraged to present them in a way that would make 
them readily usable in the context of a sermon or a Bible study. 

 
Due Date for the exegetical papers: August 1, 2005 
Students taking the course for 3 units are encouraged to submit their first exegetical paper 

   well before this deadline, so as to benefit from some feedback and use it to improve the   
   second paper. 
 LATE PAPERS:  

Late papers will be accepted up to five (5) week days after the due date provided the student 
submits a written note at least 2 days before the day the paper is due. The written note will include 
a formal request. An extension will be granted only for clearly serious reasons: death (!), illness, 
family crisis. In this case, a late paper will not be penalized but the professor reserves the right not 
to annotate said paper. Only a grade will appear. 
Longer extensions will be approved only for medical reasons or by permission from the academic 
dean. Papers submitted beyond the 5-day grace period without adequate justification will be 
penalized by 10% for each day past the 5-day grace period.  
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     D.  Oral Presentation 
Students will be required to present the preliminary results of their research on one psalm. 
Students will present an outline of the psalm, provide a brief summary, comment on the 
psalm’s major theological statements, and suggest some avenues for 
application/contextualization. Students are invited to present their psalm as creatively as 
possible and to propose questions for class discussion. Approximate length of presentation 
(including discussion): 20-35 minutes depending on the number of participants. Presentation 
schedule will be determined in class. 

 
 VI.  COURSE OUTLINE 

  A.  General Introduction to Poetic Literature  
  1.  General Introduction to Poetry 
  2. Poetry and Wisdom in Ancient Near Eastern Literature 

  B. Poetic Literature in Israel 
  1.  Hebrew Poetry 
  2. The Psalter 

  C. Exegesis of Selected Psalms 
  D. Student Presentations 
  E. Conclusion 

 
   VII. COURSE GRADING 
 

A.  Two units 
1. Reading:         20 
2. Participation and Attendance:  10 
3.  Exegetical Paper:      60 
4.  Oral Presentation:      10 
Total:           100 

 
B.  Three units 

1.  Reading:          20 
2.  Participation and Attendance   10 
3.  Exegetical Paper I:      25 
4.  Exegetical Paper II:      35 
5.  Oral Presentation:       10 
Total:           100 
 

 VIII.  ACADEMIC POLICIES 
 

Policies regarding academic integrity, plagiarism, extensions, the use of inclusive language and 
other matters are at http://www.mbseminary.edu/fresno/policies/. Students are expected to be 
familiar with these policies and to follow them. 
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   IX.  COURSE BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

    1. General 
 

Bullock, C.H. An Introduction to the Old Testament Poetic Books: The Wisdom and Songs of   
 Israel.  Chicago: Moody, 1979. (SH BS 1405.2B84) 
Cross, F.M. Studies in Ancient Yahwistic Poetry. Missoula, Mont.: scholars Press, 1975. 
Fohrer, G. "Sophia." TDNT. Vol. 7. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 197l. 
Geller, S.A. Parallelism in Early Biblical Poetry. Missoula, Mont: Scholars Press, 1979. 

 Kidner, D. "Wisdom Literature of the Old Testament." New Perspective on the Old Testament.  Ed. 
 by J.B. Payne. 1970. Pp. 117-130. 
Kugel, J.L. The Idea of Biblical Poetry: Parallelism and its History. New Haven: Yale Univ., 198l. 

 Matthews, Victor H. and Don C. Benjamin. Old Testament Parallels. 2nd ed. New York: Paulist  
 Press, 1997 [1991]. 

 Pritchard, J.B., ed. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament. 3rd. ed. New Jersey:  
 Princeton Univ. Press, 1969.  
Robertson, D.A. Linguistic Evidence in Dating Early Hebrew Poetry. Missoula, Mont.: SBL,1972.  
Stuart, D.K. Studies in Early Hebrew Meter. Missoula, Mont.: Scholars Press, 1976. 
Watson, W.G.E. Classical Hebrew Poetry: A Guide to its Techniques. Sheffield: JSOT, 1984. 
     
2. Psalms 
 
Aletti, J.-N. Approche poétique et théologique des psaumes: analyses et méthodes. Paris: Cerf,   
 1983. 
Allen, L. C. Psalms 101-150. Word Biblical Commentary. Vol. 21. Waco, Texas: Word Books, 

 1983. 
Anderson, A. A. The Book of Psalms. 2 vols. New Century Bible. London: Oliphants, 1972. 
Auffret, P. "Compléments sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 2 et son rapport au Psaume 1". BN 35 
 (1986):7-13. 
________. "Essai sur la structure littéraire du Psaume 23". EBM 43 (1985):57-88. 
________. Hymnes d'.Égypte et d'Israël: études de structures littéraires. Orbis et Orientalis. Vol.  
 34.  Fribourg, Suisse: Editions universitaires, 1981. 

 ________. La sagesse a bâti sa maison: études de structures littéraires dans l'Ancien Testament et  
 spécialement dans les psaumes. Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis. Vol. 49. Fribourg,  Suisse: Éditions 
 universitaires, 1982. 
Augustin, Saint. Priez-Dieu: les Psaumes. Paris: Éditions du Cerf, 1982. (BR65A685) 
Bazak, J. "Numerical Devices in Biblical Hebrew". VT 38 (1988):333-337. 
Beaucamp, E. Guide de lecture et d'utilisation des psaumes. Beauport, Québec: A. Sigier, 1980. 

(BS 1430.2G83) 
________. Israël regarde son Dieu. 3 vols. Casterman: Éditions de Maredsous, 1964-. 

 (BS1430.2B43 ; 223.2B372i) 
Becking, B. "'Wie Töpfe sollst du sie Zerschmeissen'. Mesopotamische Parallelen zu Psalm 2,9b". 

ZAW 102 (1990):59-79. 
 Bélanger, J. Bibliographie commentée des études sur les psaumes de 1955 à 1970. Montréal:    

 Mémoire de maîtrise, Université de Montréal, 1975. (Thèses BL 25 U54 1975) 
Briggs, C. A. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Psalms. 2 vols. The 

International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: Clark, 1960 (1906). (220.608) 
 Brueggemann, W. Abiding Astonishment: Psalms, Modernity, and the Making of History.     

 Louisville, Ky.: Westminster Press, 1991. (BS1430.2B778) 
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________. The Message of the Psalms. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1984. (SH BS1430.3B78) 
Caquot, A. "Les psaumes royaux". Annuaire du Collège de France 85 (1984-1985):619-628. 
Colin, J. S. "Preaching from the Psalms". ExpTim 103 (1991-1992):361-364. 
Collins, T. "Decoding the Psalms: A Structural Appraoch to the Psalter". JSOT 37 (1987):41-60. 
Coppens, J. La royauté de Yahvé dans le Psautier. Analecta Lovaniensia Biblica et Orientalia. 

 Série 5. Vol. 33. Louvain: Éditions Peeters, 1978. (BS1430.2C66) 
________. Le Psautier et ses problèmes. Analecta Lovaniensia Biblica et Orientalia. Série 3. Vol. 

19. Paris: Desclée de Brouwer, 1960. (220.08 A532c) 
Cottin, B. "'Seigneur, attaque ceux qui m'attaquent'! Le problème des ennemis dans les psaumes 

de supplication". Dans Les psaumes: paroles sur Dieu, cris vers Dieu. Cahier biblique. 
Vol. 27. Pp. 67-80. 

Couturier, G. et al. La Bible en prière. Lectures bibliques. Vol. 16. Editions Paulines, 1983. 
 (BV228B52) 

Craigie, P. C. Psalms 1-50. Word Biblical Commentary. Vol. 19. Waco, Texas: Word Books, 1983. 
  (BS491.2W67) 
Cumming, C. G. The Assyrian and Hebrew Hymns of Praise. Columbia University Oriental 

Studies. Vol. 12. New York: AMS Press, 1966 (1934). (223.2 C971a) 
Dahood, Psalms. 3 vols. The Anchor Bible. Vols. 16,17,17a. Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday, 

1970. 
Dalglish, E. R. Psalm Fifty-One in the Light of Ancient Near Eastern Patternism. Leiden: E. J. 

Brill, 1962. (223.2 D142p) 
Day, J. Psalms. Sheffield, England: JSOT Press, 1990. (BS1430.3D39) 
Eaton, J. H. Psalms. Torch Bible Commentaries. London: SCM Press, 1967. (223.2E14p) 
________. The Psalms Come Alive: An Introduction to the Psalms through the Arts. London: 

 Mowbray, 1984. (BS1430.3E25) 
Fischer, J. A. The Psalms. Canfield, Ohio: Alba Books, 1974. (BS1430.2F57) 
Gambey, M. Lectio Divina. Vol. 127. Paris: Cerf, 1987. Pp. 301-321. 

 Gerstenberger, von E, K Jutzler and H. J. Boecker. Zu Hilfe, mein Gott : Psalmen und Klagelieder . 
  4th ed. Zürich : Neukirchener ; Benziger, 1989 [1972]. 
Girard, M. Les Psaumes: analyse structurelle et interprétation. 3 vols. Recherches. Vol. 2. 

 Montréal: Bellarmin, 1984.(SH 1430.2G57) 
________. Les Psaumes, miroir de la vie des pauvres. Montréal: Éditions Pauline, 1993. BS    
  1430.3G5712).  
Goldstain, J. Le monde des psaumes. Paris: Source, 1964. (SH BS 1430.2G66) 
Grosse, B. "Le psaume 2 et l'usage rédactionnel des oracles contre les nations à l'époque  

 post-exilique". BN 62 (1992):18-24. 
Gunkel, H. The Psalms. Tr. par M. H. Thomas. Biblical Series. Vol. 19. Philadelphia: Fortress 

Press, 1967. (223.2 G975r) 
Haglund, E. "Historical Motifs in the Psalms". CB 23 (1984):1-44. 

 Harvey, J. Les psaumes: introduction, exégèse. Montréal: Librairie de l'Université de      
  Montréal,1975. (SH BS 1451H37) 
Herrmann, S. "Hymnes d'Egypte et d'Israël. Etudes de structures littéraires". OLB 80      
  (1985):343-346. 
Hess, R. S. "Hebrew Psalms and Amarna Correspondence from Jerusalem: Some Comparisons 

 and Implications". ZAW 101 (1989):249-265. 
Kalt, E. Herder's Commentary on the Psalms. Tr. par B. Fritz. Westminster, Md.: Newman Press, 

1961. (223.2K14h) 
Keel, O. The Symbolism of the Biblical World: Ancient Near Eastern Iconography and the Book of  
  Psalms. New York: Seabury, 1978. (SH BS 1430.5K4414) 
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Knockaert, A. "Intérioriser les psaumes". LV 38 (1983):51-61. 
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Mazor, Y. "Psalm 23: The Lord is my Shepherd, or is He my Host?". ZAW  100 (1988):416-420. 
McEachern, A. H. Psalms. Layman's Bible Book Commentary. Vol. 8. Nashville, Tenn.: 
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________. Interpreting the Psalms. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986. (BS 1430.2M54) 
Monloubou, L. L'imaginaire des psalmistes: psaumes et symboles. Paris: Cerf, 1980. (BS    
  1430.2m65) 
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Perrin, X. "Imprécations du Psautier et prière chrétienne aujourd'hui". RT  91 (1991):68-94. 
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 (BS1430.2R56) 
Sheppard, G. T.  "Theology and the Book of Psalms". Int. 46 (1992):143-155.  
Schweitzer, R. Les psaumes, prière de tous les temps. Perspectives catéchétiques. Vol. 4. Paris: 

Ligel, 1965. (223.2S413p) 
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Tournay, R. J. Voir et entendre Dieu avec les psaumes ou, la liturgie prophétique du second  temple 
  à Jérusalem. Cahiers de la Revue Biblique. Vol. 24. Paris: Gabalda, 1988.(BS1430.2T68) 
Vermeylen, J. "Où en est l'exégèse du psautier?". LumVie 40 (1991):75-92. 
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