Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary

Biblical Interpretation 1

BI-505 (2 units) Instructor: Jon Isaak, Ph.D. <jisaak@mbseminary.edu>
Fall2006 @ MBBS: Fresno Office: Rm. 11, Faculty Wing

Wednesday 3:00-5:00 PM Office Hours: Tue./Thurs. 1:30-3:30 PM

Aug. 30 to Dec. 6, 2006 Office Phone: 559-452-1721

No class on Oct. 11 (Module Week) Office Fax: 559-452-1752

No class on Nov. 22 Assignment Email <bi505@mbseminary.edu>
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course introduces the student to the inductive method of readingthe Bible. Special attention
is given to the following exegetical topics: context, grammar, semantics, genre,
contextualization, and appropriation. Students will do a series of exegetical and hermeneutical
exercises applying the inductive method to the stuly of selected biblical texts. This course is
recommended prior to all other NT and OT courses, except language courses.

COURSE ASSUMPTIONS

In the Christian tradition, the nature of the Bible is closely related to the notion of divine
inspiration. Fundamatally, inspiration suggests that the biblical text has a special character.
However, this uniqueness is not found at the literary level—as a literary product, the Bible is just
like any other. Instead, the uniqueness is epistemological. Christians underahd the Bible to be
ultimately God’s message to the People of God and to all of creation. The Christian confession is
that Scripture gives unique witness to God’s people-gathering interventions through the course of
human history, culminating in Jesus of Mzareth, in whom the face of God is most clearly seen.
For the Christian community, this confession implies that the Bible functions as the church’s
authoritative guide for life and practice. Thus, the Bible is the most valuable text ever produced.
Troubling and comforting, the Bible remains worth listening to, worth asking questions of, and
worth being shaped by. Given this special character, I believe that developing sound principles
and practices of biblical interpretation should receive our primary attation.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Through a variety of exegetical/hermeneutical activities, textbook readings, presentations, and
class discussions, students will interact personally and critically with the inductive method of
Bible study. At the completion of the course, the student should be able to:

1. Articulate and explain a) the four basic tasks of biblical exegesis/hermeneutics, b) the
exegetical and hermeneutical guidelines for studying each of the nine literary genres represented
in the Bible, and ¢) thedifferent kinds of language used in the Bible Knowledge Objective).

2. Confess and appropriate: a) a greater appreciation for the artistry and significance of the
biblical text as literature (human) and as Scripture (divine), and b) a deeper sensitivitto the
challenge that God’s people in every generation have to discern together the alwayspresent
Word of God as revealed in the ancient prophetic and apostolic witness (‘alues Objective).
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3. Perform and execute: a) careful biblical exegesis—establishing the parameters (beginning and
end) of the textual unit (pericope), attending to the character of its genre and language, outlining
its grammatical and logical structure, exploring the semantic range of its key words, determining
its central thrust, discaning the theological vision that drives it, appreciating the “symphonic
effect” as its voice plays in concert with the other voices of the Christian Bible, and b) creative
biblical hermeneutical reflection—evaluating the temporal and cultural gap betweenthe biblical
world represented by the textual unit and our own, considering what effect it has had in other
Christian communities over time and across cultures, developing imaginative analogies and
metaphorical bridges that can place our contemporary faithcommunity within the theological
vision articulated by the biblical text Skills Objective).

MBBS PROGRAM GOALS

This course contributes to the larger goals of the Seminary program in that it will help the
student to:

1. Discern with greater precision he subject matter to which the biblical text gives witness, both
its foreignness as well as its power to draw, to claim, and to transform life Biblical Formation).

2. Engage in the hermeneutical task of exploring ways that theymbolic world of the ancient text
can inform, form, and reform the cultural norms which shape our present faith community
(Ecclesial Formation).

3. Nurture healthy interpersonal relationships aneffective communication patternsin the
context of the classroom learning community Character Formation).

4. Develop skills in sound biblical exegesis and interpretatiorfor preaching, teaching, social
advocacy, personal enrichment, and our life together Ministry/Mission Formation).

TEXTBOOKS

A contemporary translation of the Bible tha aims at “dynamic equivalence” (e.g.,NRSV, TNIV,
NIV) is required. For comparison, it is often useful to consult more literal translations (e.g.,
NASB) as well as the singletranslator versions that are more paraphrastic (e.g., Peterson’s
Message). This kind of comparative study can be facilitated by the use of either a “parallel”
Bible (e.g., The Precise Parallel New Testament [Oxford, 1995], The Contemporary Parallel
New Testament [Oxford, 1998]) or a Bible software program (e.g., Bible Works, WordSearch,
Logos, Quick Verse, PC Study Bible, Accordance).

Reading the following textbooks is required. They are available for purchase @ Pacific
Bookshop and on two-hour Reserve @ Hiebert Library.

Ewert, David. How to Understand the Bible. Scotdale, PA: Herald Press, 2000.

Fee, Gordon D. & Douglas Stuart. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth. Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 1981, 1993, 2003.

Wald, Oletta. The Joy of Discovery in Bible Study. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1956, 1975,
2002.



BI-505, F2006, Page 3 of 16

Besides the above textbooks, I have used numerous other resources in developing this course.
The following items are listed to enable you to read further on the ideas I present.

Barr, James. The Semantics of Biblical Language. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961.

Brueggeman, Walter. Texts under Negotiation: The Bible and Postmodern Imagination.
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1993.

Caird, George B. The Language and Imagery of the Bible. London: Gerald Duckworth & Co.,
1980.

Carson, D.A. Exegetical Fallacies. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1984.

Dyck, Elmer, ed. The Act of Bible Reading. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996.

Osborne, Grant R. The Hermeneutical Spiral: A Comprehensive Introduction to Biblical
Interpretation. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1991.

Schertz, Mary & Perry Yoder. Seeing the Text: Exegesis for Students of Greek and Hebrew.
Nashville: Abingdon, 2001.

Shillington, V. George.Reading the Sacred Text: An Introduction to Biblical Studies. London: T
& T Clark, 2002.

Yoder, Perry. From Word to Life: A Guide to the Art of Bible Study. Scotdale, PA: Herald Press,
1982.

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision)

Aug. 30 (Meeting #1)Zntroduction to Biblical Studies for a Missional Church—Part 1
-study Matthew 6.24-34
-outline the concept of inductive Bible study and the basic procedures
-discuss the philosophical challenges of doing biblical studies in an increasingly postmodern
world
-library tour (online catalogue, ATLA, and Reference Section)
-post-meeting assignment:
*read Fee & Stuart chpts 1 and 2, Wald chpts 1 thru 4, and Ewert pp 1537
*respond to study questions (to be distributed)
*skim all Scripture text options (see learning activity #2 belw) and send me an email (due
Tuesday, Sept. 5) noting your top two choices

Sept. 5 Top two Scripture selections due

Sept. 6 (Meeting #2) Introduction to Biblical Studies for a Missional Church—Part 2
-study Matthew 4.1-11
-explore the challenges of discerning a normative interpretive method (is there one?)
-locate the “meaning center” of a text (is itlocated with the author? text? or audience?)
-set out an epistemology of “inspiration’>—clarity, sufficiency, authority—and the roles of
teacher and community
-confirm texts for study and discussion groups

-post-meeting assignment:
*skim the whole epistlein which your text is located (genre = Letter)
*read Fee & Stuart chpts 3 and 4 with Ewert pp 175-180, and Ewert pp 38-46
*respond to study questions




